




Native Plant ProfileRestoration Projects
	 John and Dorie Belisle acquired 
additional acreage in 2009 to expand 
their farm and move their farm store 
to a more easily acces-
sible site across Tenmile 
Creek from their home 
farm. BelleWood Acres 
is well known regionally 
for their apples, pears, 
baked goods and for the 
other treasures found in 
their farm store located 
on Ten Mile Road.  They 
have also received rec-
ognition as a “Salmon 
Safe” producer and the 
“Food Alliance Seal 
of Approval” for their 
sustainable agriculture 
practices.  
	 Seeing opportuni-
ties for conservation 
coinciding with the farm expansion, 
the Whatcom Conservation District 
(WCD) worked with the Belisle’s in 
the fall of 2009 to install a stream 
crossing, enhance a riparian forest 
buffer, and place large woody debris 
in the stream to improve fish habitat. 
This work was funded by BelleWood 
Acres and a “Pioneers in Conserva-
tion” grant from the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation with partial 

funding from the Washington State 
Conservation Commission. Eighty 
community members joined with dis-

trict staff on November 7th to plant 
nearly 600 native trees and shrubs 
during a work party sponsored by the 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement As-
sociation. WCD will continue to work 
with John and Dorie to develop signs 
and handouts designed to educate 
farm visitors and local students about 
how salmon habitat enhancement 
can integrate with long term sustain-
able agriculture in Whatcom County.  

	 Paper birch is an easily recognized 
deciduous tree in Whatcom County.  
White, peeling bark is characteristic of 
mature paper birch.  The bark of im-
mature paper birch has a shiny copper 
coloration, making it very attractive 
for landscaping as a young tree.  The 
toothed, heart shaped leaves fill the 
branches like delicate jewels as they 
turn golden in the fall. Paper birch 
lives 50 - 80 years and prefers a sunny 
location over shade. At maturity the 
height ranges from 40 to 70 feet.  
	 For many species of wildlife, 
paper birch is a source of year round 
food.  Deer feed on young stems and 
leaves, preferring it over red alder.  
Rabbits, voles and shrews eat the 
seeds, and beaver cut them down 
and use the inner bark as food and 
the wood as dam material.     

	 Paper birch catkins and seeds 
are used as food by many bird spe-
cies, and the decayed tree trunks are 
home to nesting birds.  Human uses 
of the birch tree include snowshoes 
and birch bark canoes!  Paper birches 
grow well in sunny locations and in 
a wide variety of soil types, including 
heavy silt loams that are saturated in 
the winter.  
	 Plant your paper birch today!

alligator lizard
bald eagle
barred owl
bats
beaver
bewicks wren
black bear
black throated gray 
warbler
blackheaded grosbeak
bobcat
brown creeper
cedar waxwing
chestnut backed & black 
capped chickadees
common yellowthroat
coyote
dark eyed junco
douglas squirrel
downy woodpecker
elk
evening grosbeak
flicker
fox sparrow
garter snake
gold finch
hairy woodpecker
harrier
hooded merganser
house wren
kestrel
kinglet
long toed salamander
mallard duck
mice
nesting willow flycatcher
nesting woodduck
nuthatch
pacific tree frog
pacific giant salamander
pheasant
pileated woodpecker
pine siskin

Saw Whet Owl roosts near the Lane’s back door.

possum
pygmy owl
rabbit
raccoon
red legged frog
redtail hawk
robin
rough skinned newt
roughed grouse
rufous hummingbird
sapsucker
saw whet owl
sharpshinned hawk
skunk
song sparrow
spotted towee
stellar Jay family
swainsons thrush
tree swallows
varied thrush
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western salamander
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western toad
wilsons snipe
wilsons warbler
winter wren
yellow warbler

BelleWood Acres Is Growing Paper Birch

Van Zandt Area Family Builds a Wildlife Oasis

 Lane family and friends.

	 Guiding a tour of their 20 acre property, the 
Lane family lists the birds, mammals and am-
phibians they have identified here, their names 
quickly filling three pages in my notebook. The 
entire family is knowledgeable about the correct 
identification of species, but 11 year old Fanter 
leads the tour and is a top notch ornithologist 
and experienced naturalist; a living field guide! 
Friendly and full of awe for their natural sur-
roundings, the family shares their ideas of how 
to cultivate great wildlife habitat. 

	 When asked “why do so many species of 
wildlife use your property?” The Lanes gave a 
number of intriguing answers.

	 Seeds produced by native plants are avail-
able throughout the year at different times de-
pending upon the species of plant. Rodents and 
small birds thrive on these seeds. Tall grass and 
shrubs such as Indian plum, Spirea, and Rose 
provide thickets that small birds and rodents use 
to hide from predators. Raptors are attracted by 
the abundance of rodents and small birds. The 
supply of rotting wood attracts woodpeckers, 
owls and nesting birds. Neglected apple trees 
provide food for the occasional bear. Ponds 
and creeks supply drinking water and amphib-
ian breeding sites. Water is available even in 
the summer time, when amphibians, birds, 
and mammals need it the most. And humans 
provide additional bird seed and a safe haven. 

	 The Lanes moved to the property 15 years 
ago. The land was clear-cut and Red alder trees 
were returning on the disturbed ground, which 
had ditches dug for drainage and pits exca-
vated to provide fill for machinery access. Coho 
salmon still use the creeks running through the 
property, but their habitat is degraded. 

	 The Lanes are now cooperating with the 
Whatcom Conservation District through the 

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) to install native plants along streams in 
open areas of the property that are dominated 
by Reed canarygrass and interplanting conifers 
to the Red alder overstory. To encourage spawn-
ing Coho, Steelhead, and Cutthroat trout in 
the Lane’s creek, the Whatcom Conservation 
District sought funding from the National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation’s Community Salmon Fund 
grant program. 

	 The Community Salmon Fund provides fund-
ing to improve salmon habitat with the coopera-
tion of the local community. Four neighboring 
landowners got involved in the project, which 
replaced three undersized culverts and installed 
large woody debris and spawning gravel in the 
creek. The Whatcom Land Trust, the Nooksack 
Indian Tribe, and the local school children are all 
getting involved in the neighborhood’s habitat 
restoration efforts. 

	 The long-term goal now is to restore another 
reach of the stream out of a roadside ditch and 
back into its natural channel.  For now, the Lane 
family’s goals are to improve and enhance wild-
life habitat on their property. The Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program and Community 
Salmon Fund are helping them achieve their 
goals.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP
HAS ITS REWARDS

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) is a voluntary program

that pays landowners rent, a signing
bonus and all the costs for planting

buffers along creeks and ditches. CREP
will also pay the cost for livestock

exclusion fencing.

Buffer Maintenance

Washington State will cover 100% of
the eligible costs of maintaining the

buffer for the first 3-5 years after
planting.  Most projects will be well

established by then and further
maintenance should be minimal.
Whatcom Conservation District

technicians will monitor the buffer and
develop maintenance prescriptions that

identify activities and their costs that
will ensure the successful

establishment of the planted stock.

How Can We Help?

Please contact Whatcom Conservation
District to answer any questions you

may have or to schedule a meeting with
a resource specialist who will discuss

your restoration options with you.

  www.whatcomcd.org                           360-354-2035 x3

Contact Information

Wayne Chaudiere
chaudiere@whatcomcd.org

360-354-2035 x116

Sonya Schaller
sschaller@whatcomcd.org

360-354-2035 x117

Good Stewardship  
Has Its Rewards  

	 The Conservation Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP) is a voluntary program that 
pays landowners rent, a signing bonus, 
and all the costs for planting buffers along creeks and ditches.  
CREP will also pay the cost for livestock exclusion fencing.
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Attention Highschool Students and 
Teachers – Save this Date!
Thursday, April 15, 2010  
Annual Northwest Regional Envirothon
	 Every year students, teach-
ers and field specialists partici-
pate in this exciting regional 
event. High Schools from 
Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish 
and King County compete for 
the Regional Envirothon title 
and a chance to compete 
at the state and national 
level.  Snohomish Conserva-
tion District will host the Northwest regional event in 2010. The all day 
competition will take place at Warm Beach Camp & Conference Center, 
Stanwood, WA.  This all day team event focuses on 5 areas of knowledge: 
Soils, Wildlife, Aquatics, Forestry, and an Oral presentation. This year’s 
environmental issue is: “PROTECTION OF GROUNDWATER THROUGH 
URBAN, AGRICULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING”
	 For more information or to register a Whatcom team contact the 
WCD office. We can also assist with sample questions and support.

Other important dates:
	 Washington State Envirothon: 
		  Tentatively set for May 19 & 20, 2010, Lake Wenatchee, WA.
	N orth American Envirothon: 
		  August 1–7, 2010, California State University, Fresno, California.

Mt. Baker FFA Forestry Team Places at Nationals
	 Congratulations to the Mt. Baker FFA Forestry team on placing 6th 
out of 40 state ranked teams at Nationals. The winning student team 
is led by Todd Rightmire. Team members include Booker Schmidt, Matt 
Cronk, Kurtis Zender, Joe Scarpete, and alternate Aaron Leavitt. 

Small Farm Cost-Share Program to Help 
Landowners Install Fencing and Livestock Watering 
Systems 
	 The WCD invites small acreage livestock owners to participate in 
a cost-share assistance program that assists in the installation of best 
management practices identified in their farm plans.
	 This pilot program seeks to assist landowners with their stewardship 
and water quality goals by sharing the cost of on-farm Best Management 
Practices (BMPs). Funds are available starting in January 2010 and are to 
be used for off-channel watering facilities and fencing livestock out of 
creeks and wetlands. The cost-share program will provide landowners 
75% cost share, not to exceed $3750. 
	 To learn more, and to apply for cost-share assistance, contact Chuck 
or Beth at the WCD office at (360) 354-2035 x 3.

Thank You 2009 Plant Sale  
Vendors and Volunteers

Whatcom Conservation District to 
Host FREE Small Farm EXPO For 
Whatcom County Livestock Owners
January 7, 2010 • 5-8pm
Ferndale WECU Educational Center
5659 Barrett Rd, Ferndale
Refreshments and resources will  
be provided.
	 Join us for our second annual Small Farm 
EXPO. This open house event is designed for small 
acreage livestock owners who are looking for tools 
to improve their land and animal health. Local 
feed, seed, fencing, mud and manure management, and environmental 
specialists will be on hand to answer questions about products, services 
and support. This is also a chance for farmers to network and discuss 
techniques for coping with the wet winter months, dealing with high feed 
costs, and regulations that matter to them. Featured speaker – Kulshan 
Veterinarian Clinic.
	 This years EXPO will feature WSU Extension, Farm Friends, Sustainable 
Connections Food and Farming Program, Northwest Agricultural Business 
Center, Gallagher Fencing Company and more. Contact the WCD for more 
information.

Announcements  
& Events

WCD Board of Supervisors ELECTION
	 Come vote on March 9, 2010 from 9am – 6pm at the WCD Office, 
6975 Hannegan Road, Lynden WA.  Mail-in Ballots may also be requested. 
For efficiency please use the ballot request form located on the District’s 
website at www.whatcomcd.org. See front page for more election info.

Resources Conservation Service.
	 Larry says: “I believe in the mis-
sion of the Whatcom Conservation 
District: assisting land managers with 
their conservation choices. Whatcom 
County is now my home. I am grate-
ful for the opportunity to be on the 

Board and help advance the conser-
vation of natural resources in this 
community.”
	 To learn more, or become in-
volved with the Conservation District 
Board and local projects, contact our 
office.

WCD Welcomes Newest Board Supervisor – Larry Davis
Continued from page 1

	 Our 2009 Plant Sale was a success 
because of our great local partners 
and dedicated volunteers!

Local Nurseries and growers
	 Namaste Gardens, Plantas Nativa, 
Sunbreak Nursery, Tree Frog Farm, 
Tuxedo Gardens, and Uprising Seeds.

Agencies and Volunteers
	 Amanda Kauppilla, Deborah Bor-
den, Emily Derenne, Erica Hanson, 
Jenna Finch, Kate Burke, Kate Lam-
son, Kathi Marlowe, Melissa Roberts, 
Megan McGinty, Michelle Mitchell, 
Sarah Steeley, Bellingham Food 
Coop–Cordata Store, City of Belling-
ham, Common Threads Farm, Forest 
Garden, Mt. Baker Beekeepers, North 
Cascades Audubon Society, NSEA’s 
Washington Conservation Corps 

Crew, Nooksack Salmon Enhance-
ment Association (NSEA), Sustainable 
Connections, Squalicum Mountain, 
WSU Beachwatchers Program, What-
com Land Trust, Whatcom County 
Noxious Weed Board, Washington 
Native Plant Society, Whatcom Com-
munity College, WSU Master Gar-
dener Program Volunteers.
	 Also, a BIG thank you to all our 
customers, new and old, who came 
out and purchased native plants.  This 
annual event provides low cost native 
plants and education.  All proceeds 
from our sale support our education 
programs, including the annual High-
school Envirothon, farm and stream 
tours, workshops, and classroom 
education. 

WCD Receives 
2009 District of 
the Year
	 Of the 47 Districts in Washington 
State, the Washington Association 
of Conservation Districts (WACD) 
awarded Whatcom Conservation 
District with the 2009 District of the 
Year award for showing tremendous 
efforts to get conservation on the 
ground and improving or building 
their overall program through coor-
dinated planning with other entities.  
George Boggs, WCD Manager, and 
Joe Heller, WCD Board Supervisor, 
accepted the award, which was pre-
sented at the WACD Annual Meeting 
in Spokane.  The WCD is very proud 
to have received this award because 
the quality of work that is being 
done throughout the State by all 
Conservation Districts is exceptional.  
To receive statewide recognition is a 

big accomplishment for not only the 
employees and Supervisors of the 
WCD, but also for the landowners 
and operators throughout the County 
who implement conservation. The 
award is a beautiful wood and glass 
sculpture created by Bob Clark at 
Okanogan Conservation District and 
is on display at the WCD office.   

WCD Wins Area 
Awards
	 The WCD won the 2009 North-
west Area District of the Year, com-
peting with nine other west side 
counties for the award.  In addition, 
George Boggs received the 2009 
Manager of the Year award from 
the State Conservation Commis-
sion, being recognized for his talent 
for supporting the WCD Board of 
Supervisors and staff to find innova-
tive ways to address difficult natural 
resource issues.

Frank Corey Recognized 
	 Frank Corey, Riparian Restoration Specialist at the WCD, received the 
WACD 2009 Special Service Award.  The award recognizes Frank’s outstand-
ing professional contribution to the improvement of Washington’s natural 
resources and improving conservation values in Whatcom County.  Anyone 
who drives through the County and sees hedgerows planted on ditches may 
be looking at the results of Frank’s work.  Frank Corey has been with WCD 
since 2004 and is known as a leader in stream restoration techniques and 
wildlife habitat needs.


